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BY KWANELE SIBIYA
Manzini

A wide cross-section of Emaswati
came togetherduringaFreedomof
ExpressionSummit inManzini last
week, calling for an end to the vio-
lence currently engulfing the coun-
try,whileurgingthenationtoembrace
toleranceofotherpeople’sviewsand
tackle challenges through genuine
discussions.
Oneof thespeakers,HlobisileDlamini,
the rogrammes manager of Swatini
ActionGroupAgainst Abuse (SWA-
GAA), pointed out that the nation has
to deal with the challenge of the sup-
pression of political expression.
Dlamini said shewas concerned that
some people were claiming that they
want multiparty democracy, yet they
did not tolerate the right to freedomof
expressionof anyonewhohadanopin-
ion that was different from theirs.
“We are generally a society that is
not keen to listen to the opinions of
other people, whether we agree with
them or not. We generally have very
limited space of tolerance or appreci-
ation of other people’s opinions,” she
said.

Aggravated
Dlamini added that the lack of tol-
erance for each other’s opinions was
aggravated by anxieties, frustrations
and anger that the nationwas current-
ly experiencing and it was rooted in
socialisation,which hadprogrammed
them to believe that another person’s
opinion does not matter.
The gathering also shared views
regarding the challenges faced by the
nation in as far as free expressionwas
concerned and how the country can
move forward.
Journalists, artists, activists, lawyers
and others attended the summit host-
edbytheInhlaseCentre for Investigative
Journalismand theJohannesburg-based
Campaign for Free Expression.
The summit was also attended by
British High Commissioner Simon
Boyden, who emphasised that with a
fundamental right for freedomofexpres-
sion came a responsibility as citizens,
as journalists and as professionals.
Boyden lauded the organisers of the
summit and encouraged the nation to
promote discussions on the challenges
the country faces and come up with
lasting solutions.

“Whatwe seewithin the scopeof the
camera is not necessarilywhat is hap-
pening beyond the lens of the camera
or even behind the cameraman or
woman. This is an argument not only
in favourof freedomof expression and
opinion, but also in favour of objec-
tivity. This is because with a funda-
mental right for freedomof expression
comes a responsibility as citizens, as
journalists, as professionals,”Boyden
said.
“A responsibility to interrogate, to
challenge but not just to interrogate
and challenge authorities, the govern-
ment, our bosses but also to challenge
ourselves, to challenge our ownopin-
ions or perhaps I should say assump-
tions and prejudices which form our
opinions.

Valuable
“Because emotional engagement,
while necessary andvaluable, also has
a tendency to cloud objectivity.”
Meanwhile, the summit called for a
free and independent media, for the
freedom of all citizens to speak their
mindswithout fear of harassment, for
access to the information thatwasneed-
ed of people to participate in democ-
racy and an end to intimidatory law-
suits.
The meeting discussed forming a
loose andbroad coalition to campaign
for freedomof expression andoutlined
a series of activities to strengthen free
expression.
VuyisileHlatshwayoof Inhlase said
everyone should play their part to
uphold the constitution,which inSec-
tion 79 describesEswatini as a partic-

ipatory democracy.
He said freedom of expression was
at the heart of the Constitution and
should be upheld.
Hlatshwayo decried the threats to
withdraw advertising to silence inde-
pendentmedia.He said there hadbeen
a proliferation of online media since
the erruptionof the political unrest.He
said theyhadmade it easy for thenation
toaccessnews,buthadalsobeen found
ethically wanting.

Threat
“Strategic lawsuits against public
participation (SLAPPs), a new trend
in Eswatini, and they are a threat to
freeexpression in thecountry.SLAPPs
includean imbalanceofpowerbetween
the person who files the lawsuit and
the journalist. They request largedam-
ages and include endless pre-trial
motions to increase the legal costs,”
he said.
AntonHarber,directorof theCampaign
for Free Expression, which operates
across the SADCcountries, said free-
domof expression had become a core
issue in the country and the region.
“If you have free expression, you
candefendall your rights. If youdon’t,
you can’t speak out when your rights
are compromised – and then we are
all vulnerable.
Freeexpression isessential toahealthy,
thrivingeconomy.“Without a free flow
of information, business cannot oper-
ate effectively.”
He added that there was a need for
independent media, but also one that
had its house in order, committed to
truth, accuracy andprofessional ethics.

‘SILENCE THE GUNS,
LET US ALL TALK’

“HONESTY and the best inter-
est of the entire nation should be
the guiding principle for all peo-
ple,particularly those in the front-
lineof thecurrentcalls forchange.”
This is the view of veteran jour-
nalistBhekiMakhubu, the editor of
The Nation magazine.
HewasspeakingduringtheFreedom
ofExpressionSummit 2022held at
The George Hotel in Manzini.
About 100people fromacross the
country’s political, social, econom-
ic and cultural sphere attended the
summit.
Makhubudecried the fact that there
were growing instances of dishon-

esty andacompellingurge to amass
donor money by some leaders of
the transition process, to the detri-
ment of the ordinary Emaswati.
He made an example that
Chairpersonof theSwazilandMulti-
StakeholderForumThulaniMaseko
wrote an article two months ago
complaining about his fellow col-
leagues whom he said were in the
movement thatwascallingforchange
in thecountry,only lookingfordonor
money.
“What exactly doyou then expect
the King to do when you are dis-
honest in what you believe in? Do
youwant theKing to take you seri-

ouslywhen all you care about is the
amount of money you will receive
fromdonors after submitting a pro-
posal? Let’s be honest, if we want
to change this country, let us be
informed by the honesty of our
beliefs, then we will be taken seri-
ously,” he said.
Makhubu said if one was to dis-
cuss the country and the trajectory
it should take, they must look at
things holistically, particularly his-
torically.
He urged the nation to stop com-
plaining about the country’s
Constitution, but to read it because
it was a good Constitution.

He saidone lawyer,whoonce rep-
resented the late South African
President Nelson Mandela, stated
that the beauty of the Eswatini
Constitution was that, where there
were assumptions in constitutions
ofothercountriesaboutcertain rights,
but the the country’s Constitution
clarified them in black and white.
He said the Siswati version of the
Constitution provided clearly that
itwas forbidden for one to suppress
anotherperson’s freedomof expres-
sion.
In addition,Makhubucondemned
thosewhowerecelebrating thedeath
of thosewhowere killed during the

ongoing political unrest.
He labelled those individuals as
evil.

DON’T COME HERE WITH DIRTY HANDS, DONOR FUND AMBITIONS - MAKHUBU

Let’s be honest, if we
want to change this
country, let us be
informed by the

honesty of our beliefs,
then we will be
taken seriously

British High Commissioner Simon Boyden makes his
submission during the Freedom of Expression Summit
2022, which brought together stakeholders from diverse
sections of society. The summit was held at the George
Hotel in Manzini.

The Panel: From left: Attorney Sibusiso Nhlabatsi,
CANGO Executive Director Thembinkosi Dlamini, Inhlase
Director Vuyisile Hlatshwayo, Campaign for Free
Expression Executive Director Anton Harber, entrepre-
neur Khulekani Msweli, Journalism lecturer at UNESWA
Nqobile Ndzinisa, One Billion Rising Africa Region
Coordinator Colani Hlatjwako and Programmes Manager
at Swatini Action Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA)
Hlobsile Dlamini.

A section of the participants of the summit.

PARTNERS: Harber and Vuyisile Hlatshwayo sharing a
light moment.

CANGO Executive Director Thembinkosi Dlamini with
Mangololo Eswatini Chairperson Pastor Phetsa Dlamini.


