Campaign
for Free
Expression
Defending and
enabling free
expression for all

The Campaign for Free
Expression is a non-profit
organisation dedicated to
protecting and expanding
the right to free expression
for ALL in southern Africa
and enabling EVERYONE to
exercise this right to the full,
whether it is by:

speaking out
protesting
investigating
blowing
the whistle
arguing
debating
writing
painting
composing
or just
shouting out
an opinion

We are
strictly
non-partisan
and fiercely
independent.

Whatever your
view, if it is legal
we will defend
your right to
have it, express
it, argue it and
fight for it.

If anyone or any circumstance is
blocking your free expression,
we will do what we can to
expose and unblock it.

It might be in the streets, in
your workplace, at public
meetings, on your campus, in
any public space; it might be
you alone or in a vast crowd;
it might be that you are
shouting or singing, waving a
sign, creating graffiti or other
art, or making provocative
gestures with your hands.

Speech is what makes us
human, and free speech is
fundamental to our democratic
citizenship, our dignity and
our freedom. It is through free
expression that we protect and
claim our other rights.

If we cannot
speak out, we
cannot demand
the right to
life and health,
and we cannot
protect against
attacks on us
and our rights.

We seek to
build the
widest possible
coalition of
organisations
and individuals
who care about
the right to free
expression.

If you support this
fundamental right, please
visit our website and sign
up to join the fight to
defend and expand free
expression for all.

OUR AIMS
• To monitor the free flow of ideas and
information and report on relevant events
and developments in the SADC region.
• To inject an informed, principled,
consistent, and fact-based freedom of
expression position into the national
discourse.
• To encourage awareness of freedom of
expression across all elements of society,
ensuring it is not just a media concern but
one for all citizens and civil society.
• Facilitate alliances and partnerships with
like-minded organizations, local and
international.
• Undertake strategic and precedent-setting
legal action to defend free expression.
• Act as a think tank on policy, particularly
around digital media, disinformation
and regulation.

Our core values
• Principled support for maximum freedom
of expression and open and informed
debate, argument, disagreement and the
free flow of information.
• Non-partisan support for the expression
of all opinions and ideas, no matter
how uncomfortable, controversial and
unpopular.
• Building a broad coalition that will
attempt to draw in as wide a spectrum as
possible around this single issue.

PROGRAMMES
Dark Days in eSwatini

T

he Campaign for Free Expression’s
(CFE) special report on recent developments in eSwatini, Dark Days in
eSwatini, highlights the monarchy’s harsh
response to protest and its tight control
over how it was reported.

Hate Speech Bill

C

FE is concerned at the move to
criminalise hate speech in the draft
Prevention of Hate Crimes and Hate
Speech Bill in South Africa, and has made
representations to Parliament to improve
the Bill before it is passed into law.

Companies Amendment Bill

T

he new Companies Bill promises some
powerful steps forward in bringing
greater transparency to the South
African corporate world.
It will require companies to identify who
earns the most in their organisations, who
earns the least, and what they earn.
And it will oblige them to compare their
highest-earning 5% of staff, the lowest 5%,
and the median.
It will compel companies to identify their
beneficial (hidden) owners, which should
provide an important weapon against
money laundering and tax evasion. CFE
will push to ensure that the progressive
elements of this Bill are not rolled back.

Other activities
We are planning to tackle:
• Online threats and attacks, particularly
against women, that are designed to
intimidate and silence
• Internet regulation which could enhance
or limit our freedom of speech

Go to our website
to subscribe to our
newsletter, to donate
or to learn how you
can become part of
this campaign:
www.freeexpression.org.za

Get in touch with us
Tel: 071 546 7435
Email: info@freeexpression.org.za
Facebook: Campaign for Free Expression
Instagram: @campaignforfreeexpression
Twitter: @_Freeexpression
YouTube: Campaign for Free Expression
Website: www.freeexpression.org.za

